Mexico, D.F.
15 December 2003
Dear Friends

The Special Summit of the Americas, which will take place in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, on 12 and 13 January 2004, is part of the Summits process that began in 1994 as the highest level forum for the region’s leaders.  The Summit brings together the democratically elected Heads of State and Government of the 34 member countries of the Organization of American States (OAS).  Leaders have committed themselves to build the region’s future together and to increase hemispheric cooperation in all those areas of concern to the region’s peoples.

The objective of the Special Summit is to facilitate hemispheric cooperation at the highest levels of government in order to address the political and social challenges in the region.  The Summit will involve in this process the more than one third of the region’s leaders who have assumed office since the previous Summit of the Americas was held in Quebec, Canada, in April 2001.  The Summit will also address the greatest challenges that affect the region, namely:
· Economic growth with equity;

· Social development; and 

· Democratic governance.

The 34 Heads of State and Government will meet in the Special Summit to conclude a brief but substantive Political Declaration.  The Leaders will work to advance the implementation of undertakings made in previous Summits.  Additionally, they will decide upon approaches to meeting the new challenges that confront the region so as to create an environment that will favor greater prosperity and the improvement of the quality of life for everyone.  Thus, since the First Summit in 1984, the region’s Leaders have formally recognized the importance of involving civil society in public issues, whether local, national or hemispheric.
In this context, the Government of Mexico and the Secretariat for Summits of the Americas, jointly with the Corporación Participa, Civic Alliance, the Inter-American Network for Democracy, the Regional Coordinator of Economic and Social Studies (CRIES), Partners of America, Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), the Latin American Association of Promotional Organizations (ALOP), recently organized the Regional Forum “Civil Society in the Processes of Hemispheric Integration, in the context of the Special Summit of the Americas”.  The Forum took place in Mexico City last month.
During the Special Summit, the constructive role that civil society has played during the consultative processes leading up to the Summit will be recognized.  Thus, further to the official invitation from the Secretary General of the OAS, the Government of Mexico, the Secretariat for Summits of the Americas, Tulane University and those other civil society organizations mentioned above, would also like to extend to you a cordial invitation to be with us at the Dialogue with Plenipotentiary Delegates, who are members of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) of the OAS.  During this meeting the conclusions and recommendations of the Mexico City Regional Forum, that I mentioned above, will be presented.  The conclusions of the academic forum that addressed the same issues will also be presented.  The Dialogue Meeting will take place on Sunday, 11 January 2004, from 10 am to 12 noon.  The location for the meeting has yet to be decided.
We believe that it would benefit the dialogue with Ministers if the involved civil society organizations were to meet ahead of the formal Dialogue Meeting.  With that in mind, we have organized a working meeting for civil society organizations for Saturday, 10 January 2004, from 9 am to 5 pm.  Again, the location for the meeting has yet to be decided.
You will recall that it was only on 13 December that, at their meeting in Washington, D.C., member Ministers of the SIRG decided that the Dialogue Meeting would be the mechanism through which civil society would participate in the framework of the OAS.  Thus, with time now short, I should be most grateful for your advice as to your possible participation, at the latest by Wednesday, 31 December 2003.  Please note that it will not be possible to register at the meeting itself: registration must be done beforehand.
Attached to this letter you will find the registration form for the meeting.  Please complete the form and send it, as soon as possible, with a photograph, and preferably by e-mail, to:
Office of NGO Affairs

Telephone:  (+52 55) 5488-2860, extensions 2105, 2110, 2112, and 2115

Fax: (+52 55) 5488-2871

E-mail: ongs@comormex.org
Because of space limits and so as to maximize the number of civil society organizations that can be involved, we ask you to bear in mind that only one representative of each invited organization can actually participate in the Dialogue Meeting.  We anticipate that there will be space for no more than 150 people.  Thus, your earliest possible confirmation will be needed to ensure your place at this important event.
Each participant will be given a personal accreditation badge.  This will not be transferable and must be worn at all times for entry to meetings or other special events or areas.  Accreditation badges will be distributed in Monterrey.
The preliminary agenda of the meeting will be the following:

	9:00 – 10:00 hrs.
	Registration


	10:00 – 10:05 hrs.
	Opening statement by Mr. Cesar Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS 



	10:05 – 10:20 hrs
	Statements by three Civil Society representatives



	10:20 - 10:25 hrs.
	Statement by one Academic representative


	10:25 – 11:25 hrs.
	Dialogue with Plenipotenciary Delegates


	11:25 – 11:30 hrs.
	Closing Statement by Mr. Luis Ernesto Derbez Bautista, Foreign Affairs Minister of Mexico 



	11:30 – 12:00 hrs.
	Informal dialogue with Plenipotenciaries (coffee break)



We will be happy to help you with your hotel reservations in Monterrey and to answer any questions that you might have.  Additionally, we would be very pleased to receive any opinions or recommendations that you might wish to pass on.  The Mexican Organizing Committee has blocked a number of hotel rooms in Monterrey so as to ensure that participants will find accommodation.  Hotel  reservations will be on line (www.comormex.org/ceamexico) and each organization will have a special key which will be sent when it is requested.  Additionally, to make the process as smooth as possible, we would ask you to note that each organization can reserve no more than two rooms, subject to availability in the hotels being used by the Mexican Organizing Committee.
We are compiling a reference book on the contribution made by civil society to the process of the Summits of the Americas.  To help with this project we should be grateful if you would provide us with certain information, listed below.  The book will be given to each of the Presidents and Heads of State at the Summit as well as to each delegation that takes part in the Summit.  Additionally, the book will be given to the press.  It would be of great help to this project if you could forward your replies to our questions as soon as possible.  They should be sent to the e-mail address given above.
The information that we seek is:

1) A brief description of your organization, association or network (one paragraph).
2) A description of any consultations that you have had and of any activities which you have organized or in which you have participated, in the context of the Summit of the Americas process (1-2 paragraphs).
You can also send a copy of the conclusions and recommendations that resulted from any such consultations and activities and that are relevant to the themes of the Special Summit, if you would like them published on our web site (www.comormex.org/ceamexico/web/ong.php) as contributions from social organizations.
· Please forward these to us by e-mail, depending on the format.  We would be happy to receive documents in languages other than Spanish if this is how they were presented.
· If such documents are not yet ready please give us an indication of the date when they will be so that we can allocate appropriate space in the book.
We will send you further details of the Dialogue Meeting as soon as possible.
Yours faithfully,
Melba Pría

Chief of the Office for NGO Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Mexico
Cumbre Extraordinaria de las Américas / Special Summit of the Americas
Reunión de Dialogo de la Sociedad Civil con Delegados Plenipotenciarios /

Civil Society Dialogue with Plenipotenciaries 
Monterrey, México

11 Enero / 11 January 2004

	REGISTRATION FORM / FORMULARIO DE INSCRIPCIÓN

	

	Organization/

Organización:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	
	
	
	

	Last name / Apellido:
	     

	First name / Nombre:
	     

	Position / Cargo:
	     

	Permanent address /
Dirección permanente:
	     

	Telephone / Teléfono:
	     (     )       -     
	Fax:
	     (     )       -     

	E-mail:
	
     @     

	Local address /

Dirección local
	     

	Telephone / Teléfono 
	     (     )       -     
	

	
	
	     


Favor de enviar antes del / Please submit before: 31 de Diciembre / December 2003 

Unidad de Atención a Organizaciones Sociales

Fax: (+52 55) 5488-2871

Correo electrónico: ongs@comormex.org
