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· CIDI/CIDS/RES. 2 (II-O/99)   Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN)

IABIN interim Executive Council and OAS convened a meeting of the Council and National Focal Points held December 13-15, 1999 in Miami.  During the meeting, the OAS requested the member countries that had not nominated Focal Points to do so.  Presently 28 of the 34 member countries have nominated National Focal Points to IABIN.  At the meeting, the Executive Council and Focal Points approved IABIN’s bylaws, elected its Steering Committee, and discussed the working plan for the next year.  In June 2000, the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (USDE) hosted a meeting of the two working groups to prepare project proposals to support IABIN's activities for the next 3 years.  In July, Colombia submitted FEMCIDI the project A Prototype Catalog Network for the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, an electronic infrastructure for IABIN to facilitate the exchange of biodiversity information throughout the Americas for education and decision making. 
· CIDI/CIDS/RES. 3 (II-O/99)   Inter-American Water Resources Network (IWRN)

The USDE, as the Technical Secretariat of the IWRN, continues to support and update the IWRN Web site, which is maintained at the Center for Environmental Studies of the University of Florida.  The unit collaborated in the development of Internet tools to facilitate discussion and preparation of technical papers and updated the IWRN directory.  The Unit also prepared the final edition of the Dialogue III proceedings and published an IWRN brochure in English, Portuguese, and Spanish.  USDE continues to organize monthly round tables on water resources at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C.

A meeting of the IWRN Executive Committee was held at OAS headquarters on April 27 and 28, 2000 with members of the Advisory Council and IWRN potential partners based in Washington, D.C.  The Unit is currently assisting the Government of Brazil with the preparation of Dialogue IV to be held in Foz do Iguazu, Brazil, on April 22-26, 2001.  To support Dialogue IV, USDE helped the Government of Brazil with the preparation and submission of a funding proposal to access FEMCIDI 2000 finances and prepared a Global Environment Facility (GEF) proposal currently in negotiation.  The execution of these two proposals will contribute to strengthen IWRN and promote the identification and formulation of sustainable development projects in critical areas for the integrated management of water basins and coastal areas, and to foster the partnership between nations, states, and local governments at regional and sub-regional levels.

· CIDI/CIDS/RES. 4 (II-O/99)   Hemispheric Network of Officials and Experts in Environmental Law, Enforcement, and Compliance

In furtherance of Resolution 4 (II-O/99), USDE convened a meeting of National Focal Points in December 1999 in Miami with the objective of launching the network.  This meeting was attended by representatives of 23 member states, along with expert advisors and observers, and formally established the new hemispheric network of officials and experts in environmental law, denominated the Inter-American Forum on Environmental Law (FIDA).  In the December 1999 meeting, the National Focal Points approved an organizational structure and developed a work plan for the first two years.  The National Focal Points agreed that FIDA should initially focus on two critical themes: "Water Policy" and "Trade, Investment, and the Environment.” The approved work plan is now being implemented by USDE through the initiation of a monthly Water Policy in the Americas Roundtable, held at the OAS administrative building in Washington, which is co-convened with the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the US Agency for International Development.  The roundtable convenes experts on water policy issues to review their programs and to discuss water policy issues and opportunities in the region, and it is broadcast via the Internet through the OAS home page.  FIDA is also preparing to sponsor a Trade and Environment Sub-regional Workshop in MERCOSUR in early 2001.  The workshop will address practical issues of trade, investment, and environment of concern to trade officers and environmental officers.  Partners for this workshop have not yet been identified and the staff of FIDA will be contacting relevant OAS Missions in the coming weeks to begin this process.  FIDA is also working to establish an informal regional dialogue in the Andean Pact on Industrial Clean Production Policy.  Seed funding for this dialog has been provided and FIDA project managers are working to identify additional sources of funding and potential partners.

· CIDI/CIDS/RES. 5 (II-O/99)   Reduction of Vulnerability to Natural Hazards in the Americas

In regards to CIDI/CIDS/RES. 5 (II-0/99), the General Secretariat is coordinating and/or participating in sector activities which have among its objectives to report on the achievements in reducing the vulnerability of populations and economic and social infrastructure to natural disasters in several high-risk countries of the Hemisphere.  These activities include training, mitigation planning, information dissemination, in conjunction with the public and private sectors, and the programming and presentation of hemispheric conferences in 2001 which focus on the agriculture, education, energy, transportation, settlement and water resource sectors related, in part, to dealing with climate change and trade corridor development.  With the assistance of the GS/OAS, IDB and PAHO, the Inter-American Committee on National Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) has prepared preliminary reports on vulnerability assessment and indexing, financing disaster reduction, and emergency preparedness and response.  These activities are being carried out in collaboration with other entities of the international community and in many cases with their co-sponsorship.

· CIDI/CIDS/RES. 6 (II-O/99)   Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development (ISP)

In compliance with CIDS Resolution 6, a CIDS working group on the ISP comprised of ISP National Focal Points and Permanent Missions to the OAS was established.  This CIDS/ISP working group met On November 11-12, 1999 at the OAS headquarters to review and finalize the ISP draft documents.  A total of 26 participated in the meeting: 8 ISP/NFPs, 10 OAS Permanent Missions representatives, 2 ISP/Technical Group and 6 OAS/ISP staff.  By November 30, the documents were revised, submitted to CEPCIDI, and distributed to the countries as recommended by the Working Group.  On December 13, 1999 the CEPCIDI issued Resolution 55 approving the ISP ad referendum of the next CIDI meeting and instructed the General Secretariat to seek the external finance resources necessary to support the member states in their efforts to support the ISP.  On April 20, 2000, CIDI adopted the ISP through CIDI/RES. 98 (V-O/00), and instructed the General Secretariat to support the member states in their efforts to implement the ISP.  To comply with these mandates, the USDE developed a project proposal to be submitted to the GEF, through UNEP.  The project is intended to support the implementation of the ISP recommendations in the area of integrated ecosystem management.  An initial grant of US$25,000 will allow the USDE to meet with regional stakeholders to discuss and identify areas where first implementation efforts can begin.  Member states have already manifested their interest by submitting initiatives and projects that promote the ISP principles in their countries.  The proposal is currently under review and consideration of UNEP and the GEF Secretariat.  The ISP/USDE also prepared and presented ISP implementation project proposals to USAID, UNESCO, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Turner Foundation, and the Government of France. 

· CIDI/CIDS/RES. 7 (II-O/99)   Climate Change

The USDE continues to implement the Caribbean: Planning for Adaptation to Global Climate Change (CPACC) project, which is projected to finish in December 2001.  All project activities are on course and draft outputs for each component are expected for the next execution period.  A Memorandum of Understanding was recently signed with the University of the West Indies, Center for Geospatial Studies (UWI/CGS), St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago, which provides for the establishment of the Regional Archiving Center.  The Initial National Communication for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has been completed and is being prepared for presentation to the Conference of the Parties-6 (COP6).

Significant efforts have been directed toward the preparation of a Project Development Facility Block B Grant (PDF-B) for the GEF funding of a new activity, Implementing Planning for Adaptation to Climate Change (IMPACC), and the establishment of the Caribbean Climate Change Center (CCCC).  The PDF-B for GEF funding will be developed with three main objectives: (1) prepare a full project proposal for the IMPACC project; (2) establish the Caribbean Climate Change Center; and (3) conduct extensive regional and national consultations on objectives (1) and (2).  Several governments, from inside and outside the region, as well as representatives of the private sector have pledged financial and technical support.

· CIDI/CIDS/RES. 8 (II-O/99)   Ministerial Meetings

Pursuant to CIDS/RES. 8, the OAS is taking steps leading to the preparation of the Ministerial Meeting to be held in Bolivia before the end of 2001.  The Secretary General invited heads of international organizations, participating in the Interagency Task Force, to review progress made under the Santa Cruz Plan of Action and to report to the OAS by November 2000.  In June 2000, the Government of Bolivia ratified its offer to host the Ministerial meeting planned for the end of 2001.  The CEPCIDI Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies of the OAS in its VI/00 meeting created an Informal Working Group to support the preparation of the year 2000 CIDS meeting.  This CIDS meeting is expected to serve as a Preparatory Committee to the Ministerial/High Level Meeting, and to consider emerging issues of common concern in the Hemisphere as well as a multiyear thematic work program to extend beyond 2001. 
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