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The MDRD continues to work in two complementary areas related to disaster reduction of economic and social infrastructure to natural hazards in the context of mainstream development activities.

· Policies and Guidelines on International Assistance for Disaster Reconstruction – On September 27, 2000, the OAS/USDE presented a Workshop on Policies and Guidelines on International Assistance for Disaster Reconstruction, hosted by the World Bank.  Using as background material presented by the FEMA, IDB, USAID and World Bank, the participants discussed both the structure and function of international disaster reconstruction assistance, identifying the complexities and dynamics of the institutional settings in which policies and guidelines evolve and are implemented.  It was decided that a overall document covering the principal themes of the subject be prepared to support individual institutional efforts in defining, refining and implementing policies.  In addition the document will cover conclusions and recommendations.  The following collaboration by participating institutions of the MDRD for drafting chapters for the document MDRD was confirmed:

· Issue of post-disaster reconstruction super-ministries and reconstruction czars – World Institute for Disaster Risk Management

· Channeling international reconstruction assistance through official and NGO organizations – USAID

· The role of the military in disaster reconstruction – Inter-American Defense Board

· Role of specialized emergency management institutions in disaster reconstruction – FEMA

· Role of more stringent building codes, land use zonation, etc. – World Institute for Disaster Risk Management

· Role of vulnerability assessments in disaster reconstruction – OAS/USDE and IDB

· Use of environmental impact statements and environmental impact assessments in disaster reconstruction – OAS/USDE

· Supply and demand for vulnerability reduction in disaster reconstruction – World Institute for Disaster Risk Management

· Continuity of disaster reconstruction and development programs – FEMA

· Social change for more effective international assistance for disaster reconstruction disaster reduction – World Bank

The MDRD is now in the process of collecting and circulating draft outlines of the issue areas, to be followed by drafting of the issue chapters.  This effort will be carried out with coordination support from the World Institute for Disaster Risk Reduction and the OAS/USDE.  The expected date for a draft of the entire document is the first quarter of 2001.

· Vulnerability Assessments, Applications and Gaps – The MDRD continues to maintain a dialogue with interested parties from the public and private sectors at all levels on the on the design and development of natural hazard vulnerability assessments, their applications and perceived gaps in methods and techniques where there are needs but the absence of appropriate tools.  To this end, the MDRD will convene the 2nd Workshop on Vulnerability Assessments, Applications and Gaps, to be co-sponsored with the U.S. NOAA/Coastal Services Center in Charleston, South Carolina, April 9-11, 2001.  As with the first workshop, the objective is to bring together the creators and users, of vulnerability assessment methods and techniques to discuss applications and needs.  Again, there will be the presentation of actual applications of existing methods and techniques, this time with greater specificity as to the hazard, geographic, and output focus.  In particular, themes such as application for humanitarian assistance, catastrophic loss, and development investment strategies; community participation; application point during development and post-disaster reconstruction, and financing of application will be addressed.  Those interested in participating in the workshop should contact the OAS/USDE for further information.

As for complementary activities, the interests and activities of the IATF/MDRD in the area of vulnerability assessments and/or policy and guidelines for international post-disaster reconstruction assistance were presented and discussed in the following venues:

· UNDP/DRRP meeting September 11-12, 2000 in Geneva, Switzerland on the proposed World Vulnerability Report and World Vulnerability Index

· White House Meeting on Promoting Disaster Preparedness in the Armericas in Washington, D.C., October 2, 2000

· OAS/USDE-UNESCO-ISDR-USAID 2nd Hemispheric Meeting on Disaster Reduction of the Education Sector in Caracas, Venezuela, October 2-4, 2000

· International Symposium on Transportation in the 21st Century/Panel on Best Practices in Disaster Management and Mitigation convened by the U.S. Department of Transportation, October 9-11, 2000 in Washington, D.C.

· Inter-American Defense College, Washington, D. C. advanced studies course special module on disaster management, organized by PAHO
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